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Mais le reis Richarz iert malades
E aveit boche e levres fades
D'une emferte que Deu maudie
Qu'en apele leonardie.41
It seems to us probable that the original account mentioned both the
symptoms and the supposed causes of the illness, while the authors of
our surviving texts recorded what each one thought most pertinent.
We cannot conclude this study of the differences between the Estoire
de la guerre sainte and the Itinerarium without inviting the reader's at-
tention to the frequent cases involving numerals. There are about a
score of such cases. In eleven of them the two works give different
numbers; in the remainder one text gives a number, while the other
does not. Sometimes one gives a larger figure j sometimes the other.
Sometimes the difference is slight, as in the case of King Richard's
fleet, which Ambroise credits with one hundred and seven ships,
whereas the Latin says one hundred and eight.42 Sometimes it is
enormous: where Ambroise affirms that three thousand crusaders died
of illness and famine at Acre during the siege and afterward, Richard
of Holy Trinity puts the casualties from this source at three hundred
thousand.43 Some of the divergences are explicable on the theory that
the writers, or one of them, misread or misinterpreted Roman numer-
als in the hypothetical original 5 in other cases it is hard to see how
this can have been possible. The present translators find themselves
obliged to fall back on the explanation that one writer or the other chose
at various points to exaggerate or to minimize, for reasons of his own.
While this explanation is not illuminating, it is as reasonable as any.
Of the evidence adduced by Mr. Edwards and by ourselves in sup-
port of the theory that the two works in question derive from a com-
mon basic form of the narrative, we believe that although no single
item of testimony would suffice in itself to verify the hypothesis, the
very considerable number of clues all pointing in the same direction
does encourage a strong presumption. To put the matter from a slightly
different point of view, we consider demonstrably untenable the theory
that the Estoire de la guerre sainte was either the source of the Itine-
41 Estoire, lines 4605 ff. See our note on these lines, infra, p. 196.
42 Ibid., line 3115 Itwerarmm, p. 440.
** Estoire, line izz45$ Itinerarium, p. 440.